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When then-Mayor Richard M. Daley ushered in Chicago’s red-light cameras nearly two decades ago, he
said they would help the city curb dangerous driving. “This is all about safety, safety of pedestrians, safety
of other drivers, passengers, everyone,” he said.

His successors echoed those sentiments as they expanded camera enforcement. “My goal is only one
thing, the safety of our kids,” Rahm Emanuel said in 2011, as he lobbied for the introduction of speed
cameras. And in 2020, Lori Lightfoot assured residents her expansion of the program was “about making
sure that we keep communities safe.”

But for all of their safety benefits, the hundreds of cameras that dot the city — and generate tens of
millions of dollars a year for City Hall — have come at a steep cost for motorists from the city’s Black and
Latino neighborhoods. A ProPublica analysis of millions of citations found that households in majority
Black and Hispanic ZIP codes received tickets at around twice the rate of those in white areas between
2015 and 2019.
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